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MindVentures

LT552 – LAUNCESTON AND THE TAMAR VALLEY
SUNDAY 12 – THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2012
 (The program will begin with welcome drinks at 5.30pm on Sunday 12th and conclude with breakfast on Thursday 16th February. Presentations, 
field trips etc. will be scheduled over the Monday - Wednesday)
A short break based in high quality hotel/apartments close to the Launceston city centre and attractions of the immediate area, with a program of activities to explore the city and surrounding area
COST: from $1395 per person

What is included:

· a program of presentations, discussions and field trips;
· all transport associated with the program;
· accommodation (in motel rooms) on a double/twin share basis for four nights – single occupancy of rooms is available at an additional cost (see further information below)
· all meals and refreshments;
· pre-dinner drinks every evening;
· the support throughout of experienced MindVentures hosts.
Not included:
· travel to and from Launceston and the venue;
· wine and other drinks purchased with meals or on other occasions; and
· items of a personal nature.
The location

Approximately 200km north of Hobart, Launceston is the nation's third-oldest city with a current population of around 100,000. The city is notable for its beautiful old buildings and streetscapes dating from early Colonial and convict times to Georgian and Victorian eras. 

The Cataract Gorge Reserve is a dramatic natural place close to the city and only minutes from the motel where this MindVentures program will be based. The Reserve is a magnificent area of parkland with numerous walking trails and lookouts. The Cliff Grounds has peacocks strutting about the graceful Victorian gardens, set among towering conifers, exotic deciduous trees, azaleas and rhododendrons.
The Tamar Valley, between Launceston and Bass Strait, is a beautiful region with many high-quality wineries.

Daytime temperatures at this time are typically in the low 20s with nighttime temperatures of around 10-15 degrees.
The venue

The program will be based at the Penny Royal Leisure Inn. The establishment is located on the Tamar River, near the Old Launceston Seaport and only a few minutes from both the Launceston CBD, and the Cataract Gorge Reserve. This is a boutique heritage property, originally a corn mill rebuilt and renovated to include modern facilities and its own restaurant and bar. The cost is based on double/twin occupancy of hotel rooms with walk-in showers. Rooms have a queen plus a single bed so are suitable for twin occupancy. There are some ground floor and some first floor rooms. The additional cost of single occupancy is $55 per night. Alternative types of accommodation (including 2-bedroom units) are available. All enquiries about accommodation should be addressed in the first instance to MindVentures. 
The program

As usual there will be a specially devised program of meetings and visits designed to allow participants to experience and discover different aspects of the city’s environment and the current activities of its people. The program will comprehensively cover both the city of Launceston and the nearby region including the Tamar Valley and west to Deloraine as well as contact with local people to discuss issues relating to the region, including that of the proposed pulp mill. 
Travel & Transport
Launceston is readily accessed by air via Melbourne or Sydney. There are some direct flights from Brisbane and from the Gold Coast. At the time of writing the cost of a one-way flight from Brisbane to Launceston by Virgin Australia is $149 and by Jetstar/Qantas from $162. Directions to the venue from Launceston airport will be provided to those who enrol.
Booking and payment

Places in this program may be reserved by telephoning MindVentures on 07 3878 4077 or by e-mailing <mindventures@mindventures.com.au>.
Important dates are as follows:

20 November 2011 – formal enrolment secured by a Booking Fee of $25;
24 December 2011 – deposit of $200 per person;

1 February 2012 – balance of total cost payable.
Those who enrol will be reminded of these arrangements.
Deposits and payments are non-refundable as a matter of course, but may be refunded in whole or in part according to advance payments which MindVentures has been required to make. Booking Fees are refundable only if the program is full or cancelled, but may otherwise be carried forward to a future MindVentures program. 

Enrolments may be accepted up to the date of the program if places are available.
